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With those words, Gary Spitznogle, CASA Board Member 

and Co-Chair of this year’s Speak Up for Children 

Breakfast, introduced himself to the 300+ individuals in 

attendance.   

Gary’s involvement with CASA is a personal one, having 

himself been an abused and neglected child.  He 

recounted that, at the age of nine, he, his sister and 

brother found themselves in an emergency room, the 

victims of their father’s violence - unable to any longer 

hide the bruises.  That same night, he and his siblings 

were interviewed by doctors, police and social workers.   

Yet, despite their accounts of abuse and neglect, they 
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were told they would be returning home with their 

father.  Only after ceaseless screaming and threats to 

run away were they placed in foster care. 

For the next year, the children found themselves in three 

different homes and in three different cities.  

Communication between them was rare, months passing 

between conversations.  Visits with counselors and social 

workers proved frustrating as Gary shared his story, only 

to be met with “that didn’t happen” as the response. 

In time, someone finally “heard” Gary and his life 

changed for the better.  Now, through his dedication to 

CASA, Gary’s past is impacting the future of hundreds of 

children in Franklin County: “Through CASA we have 

people to come along side, to listen, to care, to validate 

and to advocate for the voiceless;  I’m motivated to see 

this cycle [of abuse and neglect] broken.” It’s that same 

motivation, shared by CASA’s volunteers, Board and 

staff, that inspires and informs the work we celebrated 

at this year’s breakfast. 

 

December 2017 

“As a child, I 
fought to 
survive in a 
world that did 
not speak for 
me. A world 
that 
seemingly did 
not want to 
hear my 
voice.” 

Additional pictures from this year’s Speak Up for Children 
Breakfast may be found on page seven. 

Gary Spitznogle 
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It’s hard to believe a new year is about to dawn.  

December often serves as a time for people to stop and 

reflect upon the past twelve months.  It’s no different 

for organizations.  At CASA of Franklin County, it has 

been a record setting 2017. 

With the help of 102 new volunteer GALs, we were able 

to give voice to 855 abused and neglected children, the 

largest number we have ever served in our 26-year 

history.  Those children were part of a record 400 cases. 

That only demonstrates the passion for helping children 

and the dedicated work of our volunteers, Board of 

Directors and staff.  As Magistrate Larry Sanchez shared 

with us during September’s Speak Up for Children 

Breakfast, CASA is one of the few “volunteer 

opportunities within the judicial system where you can 

see the immediate impact of your work. If you present 

information to the Court that a child is hungry or living 

in a bad situation, I can make sure by the end of that 

day that their basic needs are met and they are safe.”  

That’s the impact of a CASA GAL. 

But there’s even more to what we do than that 

immediate impact; more to it than just those 

impressive, annual numbers indicate.  What remains to 

be seen are the long term benefits of CASA’s work.  

Each and every year, we assist abused and neglected 

kids in their development toward becoming active 

contributors to the cultural and economic lives of our 

local community.  Each and every year, the work of 

CASA GALs in partnership with the courts and children 

service agencies, is an important factor in breaking the 

cycle of child abuse and neglect.  

We can’t forget, however, that even the best CASA 

Team cannot accomplish its work in isolation.  

sponsors and individual donors who give to 

support us in our works.  Events like our first Arty 

Party Columbus and our annual Speak Up for 

Children Breakfast generate not only funds but 

awareness of the problem of child abuse and 

neglect and CASA’s ongoing efforts to solve it.  To 

all, who by their time, talent and treasure better 

the lives of children in Franklin County, a heartfelt 

“thank you.” 

I would like to say that this was our last newsletter 

From the Desk of Kathy Kerr 
Executive Director 
 

Save the Date!  

Speak Up for Children Breakfast   

September 28, 2018 / Columbus Renaissance Hotel 

There are literally hundreds of Foundations, 

sponsors and individual donors who give to support 

us in our work.  Events like our first Arty Party 

Columbus and our annual Speak Up for Children 

Breakfast generate not only funds but awareness of 

the problem of child abuse and neglect and CASA’s 

ongoing efforts to solve it.  To all, who by their time, 

talent and treasure better the lives of children in 

Franklin County, a heartfelt “thank you.” 

I would like to say that this was our last newsletter 

and that the battle has been won.  But the reality is 

abused and neglected children throughout Franklin 

County still need CASA.  They still need YOU.  As a 

new year dawns, we’ll be there for them.  As a new 

year dawns, we’ll be there…together. 

All of us at CASA of Franklin County wish you the 

happiest of holidays!  

 

pull quote is a phrase or sentence taken from 

the article that appears in large letters on the 

page, often within a box to set it apart from the 

article. One appears on this page and begins 

with the text, “To catch the reader’s 

attention….” The text of a pull quote comes 

from the article and should be engaging and 

irresistible. When a reader flips through your 

newsletter looking for a reason to read an 

article, a pull quote can provide that reason. 

Kathy Kerr 
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Know someone who could be the voice of an abused or 
neglected child?  2018 training classes begin soon! 

                                                        

 Monday, January 29, 2018 
 Monday, May 7, 2018 
 Monday, October 8, 2018 

 

visit www.casacolumbus.org 

Volunteer Profile 

Ryan Baker Won’t Give Up 
 “Be patient, and don’t give up!” That’s the message 

Ryan Baker has for the newest group of CASA 

volunteers, who were sworn in on Nov. 29. 

Ryan became a CASA Guardian ad Litem in 2015.  

Considering his childhood “fortunate,” as he got 

older Ryan wanted to find a way to give back.  An 

employer had a website that listed volunteer 

opportunities, and it was there that Ryan discovered 

CASA.  He did some research and liked the 

organization’s message and its mission. 

Ryan was assigned to a case shortly after completing 

his training.  “Dave” was 14 years old, living with his 

mom and grandmother in a homeless camp, when 

Franklin County Children’s Services intervened.  He 

had not been in school for 3 years and had not been 

seen by a physician in quite some time.   

“Dave didn’t want anything to do with me at first,” 

states Ryan, “and communication was a big challenge 

for me.”  Ryan said he had to become more realistic 

about the situation, and he kept telling himself that it 

would get better.  He had learned during volunteer 

training that it would take longer with teenagers – 

they had gone through a lot in their young lives and 

were not trusting of strangers.   

That initial lack of trust didn’t deter Ryan.  He 

became a consistent presence in this young man’s 

life.  Ryan began to recognize and appreciate the 

small steps – such as the time that Dave asked Ryan 

for his phone number.  Ryan also knew that it was 

vital that he attend Dave’s court hearings.  “I knew I 

was needed in court,” he states. 

Ryan further advises new volunteers to remember 

why they are there – to “give the child the best voice 

they can have.  Don’t get down when it’s hard.  It’s 

not an easy volunteer job, but it’s rewarding.”  He 

said that the initial in-person and online training, 

which totals over 30 hours, was “not that much in 

the grand scheme of things.” Ryan felt it was good 

preparation. 

When asked how he takes care of himself and avoids 

burnout, Ryan mentioned the support he receives 

from his friends.  He has also been pleasantly 

surprised at the amount of support he receives from 

CASA staff, especially attorney Daniel Sullenberger.   

Respected as critical voices in the lives of abused 

and neglected children, CASA volunteers provide the 

voice that these kids need in the court system – a 

voice that speaks only for the best interests of the 

child. Ryan is Dave’s voice, and Dave is being heard. 

about how to develop software for the education 

market. When you write articles for an audience 

other than the newsletter’s core readership, or 

articles that are too broad in their intent, readers are 

not able to quickly determine whether the newsletter 

is of use to them, and they lose interest. 

So the issue is of balance: Within the scope of your 

business and industry, you want to provide 

something in each newsletter that will be of interest 

to all the major players in your audience. By doing 

so, you will ensure that all your readers will continue 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ryan Baker 
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Be for the Child. 
Spread the word. 
Please help CASA of Franklin County spread the 

message of support for abused and neglected 

children. Like and follow our social media outlets 

and share our messages.  After all, the more 

people who learn of the need, the more people 

there will be to help.  Thank you! 

 

 /CASAofFranklinCounty 
  

 @CASA_FC 

 

 CASA of Franklin County, Ohio 
 
Ohio 

 

33 New Guardians ad Litem Begin Service to CASA Kids 
 

On November 29, Magistrate Woodrow Hudson swore-in thirty-three new Volunteer CASA GALs.  
Congratulations to our newest advocates!  (In alphabetical order.) Rebecca Bowers, Yolanda 
Ecklin, Karen England, Amelia Flack, Alethea Gaddis, Gail Geist, Elaine Gilmore, Tom Graffeo, 
Jeffrey Hager, Andrea Hearon, Russelle Holsinger, Yolundra Jackson-Christian, Anne Jenne, 
Janis Johnson, Sherri Justice, Natasha Kachirisky, Patricia Kalbfleisch, Maggie Keeran, Emma 
Kline, Jaimi Knisley, Danielle Moreau, Diana Muzina, Chris Parsons, Angela Perrie, Lori Ramsey, 
Lee Snyder, Lynda Snyder, Corrine Sullivan, Lisa Tyus-Lee, Valerie Vaughn, Sandra Wilder, 
Lindsay Wood, Kirsti Zickefoose.  
 

In 2017, CASA has served 

855 Children 
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CASA of Franklin County welcomed three, new staff 

members this past quarter.  “As colleagues pursue 

new opportunities, we always look for people who can 

build on their successes,” explained Executive Director 

Kathy Kerr.  “I’m extremely happy to welcome 

Michelle, Chris and Kevin to our team of dedicated 

staff, to support our volunteers in their work.” 

Michelle Mumaw has been involved with CASA since 

2013, first as a legal extern, then as a volunteer, and 

now as a Staff attorney.  A native of Columbus, Ohio  

Michelle received her Law Degree from Capital 

University and worked in private practice in the areas 

of Domestic, Juvenile, and Probate before working at 

CASA.  “Working with CASA volunteers is a joy.  There 

is no substitute for the time, caring, and thorough 

work by the dedicated CASA volunteers.  It’s amazing 

to see the difference they make for the most 

vulnerable children in Central Ohio.” 

A native Tennessean, Chris Parsons and his family 

moved to Ohio in 1974.  A graduate of Ohio’s 

Cedarville University, he moved to Atlanta in 1988 

where he founded and directed a faith-based, 

volunteer-driven agency, the Good Samaritan Project, 

which served individuals living with AIDS.   

In 1995, GSP merged with AID Atlanta, the Southeast’s 

largest AIDS service organization, and Chris became 

Director of Education & Volunteer Services, overseeing 

the agency’s 24 programs and managing a staff of 18 

and nearly 1000 volunteers.  His HIV work continued 

in 2003, when he was recruited by Abbott Labs to be  

 

CASA Welcomes New Staff Members  
 the Patient Advocacy Relations Manager in the 

Southeast region of the U.S.  In 2009 he moved back 

to central Ohio and was hired as Program Director for 

the Arthritis Foundation of Central Ohio where he 

directed all agency programs.  

About his new position as Director of Volunteer 

Management, Chris says:  “Over the years I’ve had the 

privilege of seeing the impact that volunteers can  

make on a community, but CASA volunteer GALs are 

in a different league.  To speak up and speak out for 

an abused or neglected child, and perhaps change the 

course of a young life in a positive way, is an awe-

inspiring thing.  I’m honored to be part of the CASA 

team.”  

Kevin Greenwood, Director of Development and 

Marketing, has been a resident of central Ohio for the 

past two decades and has served in a variety of roles 

for non-profit organizations throughout that time.  He 

holds degrees from The Catholic University of America 

(Washington, DC) and The Pontifical College 

Josephinum (Columbus). 

“Mission and impact are very important to me,” 

explains Greenwood. “To know that what I’m doing on 

a daily basis helps to bring positive change in the 

community is key.  As I begin this new job, a major 

goal is to educate as many people as possible about 

the needs of abused and neglected children in central 

Ohio and to enlist their help in addressing those 

needs.  I’m grateful to do that as a member of this 

dedicated team.”  

Michelle 
Mumaw 

Chris 
Parsons 

Kevin  
Greenwood 
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Rollover allows donors to transfer up to $100,000 

from a traditional or Roth IRA to a qualified charity 

like CASA. By rolling over the IRA distribution, 

donors avoid having to claim the distribution as 

gross income on their taxes. Transfers must be 

made directly from an IRA custodian to CASA of 

Franklin County in order to qualify. 

If you would like to support CASA's work of 

supplying a voice to abused and neglected children 

in court, please contact your financial advisor for 

additional details. 

Don’t forget, all transfers must be completed by 

Friday, December 29 in order to qualify as a 2017 

rollover! 

If you are 70 ½ or older and have to take a 

minimum distribution from your IRA you can 

transfer up to $100,000 to Court Appointed Special 

Advocates of Franklin County. The Charitable IRA  

CASA of Franklin County 

Board of Directors 

2017 
 

Erin Herbst 

Board President 

Kegler, Brown, Hill & Ritter 

 

Nancy Heller 

Board Vice President 

Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP 

 

Bessie Bui 

Board Treasurer 

Nationwide Insurance 

 

Brooke Niedecken 

Board Secretary 

Littler Mendelson, P.C. 

 

Irene Alvarez 

Columbus 2020 

 

Daniel Crane 

The Crane Group 

 

 

Suzanne Galyardt 

Vorys, Sater Seymour and Pease LLP 

Rita McNeil Danish 

Taft, Stettinius, Hollister, LLP 

 

R. Vincent Duncan 

Keller Williams Realty 

 

Suzanne Galyardt 

Vorys, Sater Seymour and Pease, LLP 

 

Reuben Lo 

Safelite AutoGlass 

 

John MacDonald 

Discover 

 

Mallory Mohler 

GBQ Partners, LLC 

 

Miranda Morgan 

Ice Miller, LLP 

 

Calvin Murray 

Educational Service Center of Central Ohio 

 

Suzanne Richards 

Vorys, Sater Seymour and Pease, LLP 

 

 

 

Beth Spain  

Ascena Retail Group 

 

Gary Spitznogle 

AEP 

 

Jeffrey Vosler 

COTA 

 

Courtney Sparks White 

Clarus Partners 
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 Scenes From Another Successful “Speak Up” Breakfast 

 

The 17
th

 Annual Speak Up for Children Breakfast brought together friends, old and new, to raise awareness and support for CASA 
of Franklin County.  Thanks to everyone who took part in the September 15

th
 event and demonstrated that you are for the child! 

Above: Ohio Secretary of State John 

Husted, 10TV Anchor and Breakfast 
Speaker Tracy Townsend, and Tina Husted 
showed their support for this year’s event. 

Below: Volunteer GALs Tom 

Barry and Pete Otteon share 
coffee and conversation during 
the networking opportunity prior to 
breakfast. 

 

Above: CASA Board Member Rita McNeil Danish, Ruth 

McNeil, Director of Community Relations for the Franklin 
County Auditor, and Judge Terri Jamison were among 300+ 
attending the 2017 Breakfast.  Right:  County 

Commissioner Marilyn Brown, Ross Goldsmith and Judge 
James Brown enjoy breakfast with other CASA supporters. 
 

Above: Volunteer Guardian ad 

Litem Caroline O’Connell and Lead 
Staff Attorney Daniel Sullenberger 
take a moment to catch-up. 
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CASA of Franklin County  

Staff 
 
Kathy Kerr 
Executive Director 
 
Stacy Abroms Bandler 
Staff Attorney 
 
Suzanne Barker 
Staff Attorney 
 
Tobi Fliegel 
Senior Case Manager 
 
Kevin Greenwood 
Director of Development 
   and Marketing 
 
Amy Mourot 
Case Manager 
 
Michelle Mumaw 
Staff Attorney 
 
Darcy Nadler 
Volunteer Outreach Coordinator 
 
Elizabeth Newton 
Case Manager 
 
Chris Parsons 
Director of Volunteer Management 
 
Joanne Sheely 
Volunteer Specialist 
 
Suzy Stopper 
Executive Assistant  
   and Finance Officer 
 
Daniel Sullenberger 
Lead Staff Attorney 
 

 
 

Contact Us 
 

CASA of Franklin County 
373 South High Street 
15th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
www.casacolumbus.org 
 
P 614-525-7450 
F 614-525-5070   
 
 


